Management of patients with severe sepsis, treated by drotrecogin alfa (activated).
A number of management issues confront the clinician treating a critically ill patient with drotrecogin alfa (activated) (Xigris; Eli Lilly and Company, Indianapolis, IN), a compound documented to significantly reduce the risk of 28-day all-cause mortality in patients with severe sepsis. The management issues that will be discussed include differentiating drug effect from the hemostatic changes of sepsis, prevention and management of bleeding during drotrecogin alfa (activated) infusion, treatment considerations in the patient with thrombocytopenia or disseminated intravascular coagulation, thromboprophylaxis in drug-treated patients, and the use of drotrecogin alfa (activated) in patients requiring renal replacement therapy. Proper adherence to principles described in this article can facilitate patient management and reduce the risk of bleeding.